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WHY DOES CHENNAI FLOOD?

Polling in 7 phases will take place from April 19 to June 1

Lok Sabha 2024

NEWSDESK

oon after the 18th Lok Sabha
Selections were announced,

politicians hit the ground
running, launching fiery
campaigns. Even at the ‘Start-up
Mahakumbh’ event in New Delhi
on March 10, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi couldn’t resist
taking indirect pot shots at
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
saying that “in politics some start-
ups need to be launched again and
again”.

On March 16, the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
announced the schedule for the
elections, following which the
Model Code of Conduct (MCC)
came into force. As per the code,
the party in power should not use
its official position to campaign
after the election schedule is
announced. It also prescribes that
ministers should not combine
official visits with campaigning,
among other rules.

Chief Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar had stressed on the
need for parties to adhere to the
code in order to ensure fair
elections.

The MCC is not legally binding.
Typically, the ECI can only issue a
notice to violating parties.
However, in 2014, they used their
special powers under Article 324 of

India Votes

Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, MP, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil
Nadu, Tripura, UP, Uttarakhand, West Bengal, J&K, Andaman &
Nicobar, Lakshadweep, Puducherry

Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Kerala, Manipur, MP,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Tripura, UP, West Bengal, J&K

May 7

Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Karnataka, MP,
Maharashtra, UP, West Bengal, Dadra & Nagar Haveli & Daman &
Diu, J&K

Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, MP, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Telangana, UP, West Bengal

Bihar, J&K, Ladakh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, UP, West Bengal,
Odisha

May 25

Bihar, Haryana, Jharkhand, Odisha, NCT of Delhi, UP,

West Bengal

Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Punjab,
Odisha, , UP, West Bengal

the Constitution to ban the current
Minister of Home Affairs Amit
Shah of the BJP and SP leader
Azam Khan from campaigning.
The ban was lifted only after they
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promised to adhere to the Code.
The ECI announced that the Lok
Sabha elections will be held in
seven phases from April 19 to June
I, simultaneously with the

Assembly polls for Arunachal
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Sikkim
and Odisha.

Tamil Nadu and 21 other states
& UTs will complete voting in the
first phase, while the second phase
on April 26 will cover Karnataka,
Rajasthan, Tripura and Manipur, as
announced by the Election
Commission .

The third phase on May 7 will be
the final one for Chhattisgarh and
Assam, while on May 13, Odisha,
Madhya Pradesh and Jharkhand
will wind up with the fourth. May
25 will see Maharashtra and
Jammu & Kashmir wrap up with
their sixth phase.

On June 1, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and West Bengal are set to finish
seven  phases of  polling.
Subsequently, on June 4, the votes
are scheduled to be counted, well
ahead of the end of the 17th Lok
Sabha’s tenure. However, the
counting for the Arunachal Pradesh
and Sikkim elections will be done
two days earlier.

Byelections will also be taking
place in Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, and Tripura.

After the BJP’s landslide Lok
Sabha victory in 2019, the new
INDIA (The Indian National
Development Inclusive Alliance)
bloc is the major opponent of the
National Democratic Alliance.

NEWSDESK

he Supreme Court on
I March 19 granted the
Union government three
weeks to respond to the petitions
seeking a stay on the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act Rules.
However, the court also refused to
stay the implementation of the
Act, with the latest notification of
the rules being released on March
11 by the government.

The apex court has asked the
Union government to respond to
237 petitions challenging the
enforcement of the CAA rules.
The three-judge bench,
comprising Chief Justice of India
D Y Chandrachud, Justice JB
Pardiwala and Justice Manoj
Misra, has issued notices to the
Centre to reply to the petitions
before April 2. The next round of
hearings is scheduled for April 9.

The Centre, represented by
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
asked for four weeks to file a
response to the petitions. This
request was rejected by the bench
on the grounds that if citizenship
is to be granted within this period,
the process would be irreversible.

While asking for time to
respond to the petitions, the SG
said, “The Act does not take away
anyone's citizenship. There is no

Govt dole hardly helps us, say women

DHEEPTHI OJ

ive months after the Tamil
F Nadu government launched a

scheme to provide
remuneration for women
homemakers, beneficiaries of the
scheme say that the Rs 1,000 they
get a month hardly compensates for
the hours of unpaid domestic work
they do.

“How can Rs 1,000 compensate
for the physical, mental and
emotional work that I put in
everyday?” says C Revathi, a
resident of the slum board tenement
at Rukmini Nagar in Adyar.

The recognition of “unquantified
works of women,” both inside and
outside their houses, is one of the
intentions of the scheme.”

“Women play a significant role
in society by investing countless

hours in  both  domestic
responsibilities and external work,”
reads the government order on the
scheme.

Called Kalaignar Magalir Urimai
Thittam (Women’s Right to
Assistance Scheme), the scheme
grants Rs 1,000 to women heads of
households whose annual income is
less than Rs 2.5 lakh. The state has
set aside Rs 7,000 crore for the
scheme, which is currently
benefiting 1.06 crore women across
the state.

This was one of the flagship
announcements of the ruling DMK
government when it came to power
in May 2021.

Sharing her day-to-day
responsibilities, Revathi said, “I
work for over 13 hours everyday
from 5 am to 10 pm. After
preparing breakfast and lunch for

my husband and children, I go to
three houses and do domestic work.
I come back in the evening and I
sweep my house and wash clothes.
Then I go on to prepare dinner.”
Besides, she has  other
responsibilities such as keeping
track of her children’s education.
Although she admits that the Rs

meet. The Rs 1,000 we get doesn't
matter.”

In addition, given the inflation,
Revathi points out that the financial
aid of Rs 1,000 barely enables them
to buy all the household essentials.
“We don't want freebies, reduce the
inflation. As of today, a kilo of
garlic costs Rs 350, LPG cylinder

Women homemakers say the Kalaignar
Magalir Urimai Thittam scheme does not
help them to make ends meet

1,000 is useful to buy some
essentials like medicines, and
groceries, she says it doesn't
improve her livelihood in any way.
“My husband and I have to work
day in and day out to make ends

is Rs 950. Rates of tomato and
onions frequently go over the roof.
Rs 1,000 will definitely not help us
survive in this scenario.”

Her neighbour, Jeeva, also has
similar views. “Instead of Rs 1,000,

they can give a government job to
one graduate in every family. That
will provide a permanent solution
to our problems,” she said.

Sayidali Fatima, a resident of
Malligapoo Thottam in Adyar, says
the monthly aid doesn't even
suffice for more than three or four
days. “Rs 1,000 gets over if I buy
fish or vegetables for three days.”

Economist Venkatesh Athreya
welcomes the scheme. He says it
will empower women. “The Tamil
Nadu government recognising the
fact that women’s domestic labour
needs a remuneration itself is a
welcome move. The financial aid
will augment their family,” he said.
However, Venkatesh Athreya
didn’t favour money as a welfare
scheme. “More welfare schemes
need to be implemented to better
women’s lives,” he said.

Chitlapakkam residents revive their lake

ARUNIMA JHA

hitlapakkam, a suburb in
‘ Chennai, is grappling with a

severe water crisis and
sanitation issues that have persisted
for years. The once-abundant
groundwater at just three feet
below the surface has now
necessitated borewells reaching
depths beyond 300 feet.

In the 1990s, Chitlapakkam Lake
and the  surroundings  of
Sembakkam Lake enjoyed a high
water table, but over the years, poor
urban planning has led to a
depletion of groundwater
resources. The inadequacy of the
underground drainage network has
further aggravated the situation.
The Chitlapakkam Lake, once a

The Chitlapakkam lake before it was cleaned by the
volunteers | PHOTO: ARUNIMA JHA

vital water body, has faced
encroachments, pollution, and a
size reduction, becoming a
dumping ground for garbage.
Despite complaints about poor

water quality and water hyacinths
in Madambakkam Lake, the
Tambaram Corporation dismissed
the allegations based on a lab report
from the Tamil Nadu Water Supply

And Drainage Board in November
last year, as reported by The New
Indian Express. “Many of us are
getting sick with throat and
stomach problems but poor people
like me cannot afford to buy bottled
drinking water. We have no choice
but to drink the dirty water that's
available,” said 25-year-old Pooja
Kumari, who works as a domestic
help in the area.

Another 42-year-old resident
named Shilpa said, “We have been
expressing our concern about the
dirty water flowing from our taps,
yet no action has been taken to
address the contamination issue.”
The community, stirred by the
deteriorating situation, initiated
efforts to revive Chitlapakkam
Sumit, a 64-year-old resident of

Chromepet said, "The people in our
neighbourhood are the ones
cleaning the lake sometimes. But
it's  disappointing  that the
Corporation has only made fake
promises to fix the problem."

The disposal of garbage near the
lake has been affecting the overall
hygiene of the area. Rupa, a 37-
year-old resident, said, “We don't
have anywhere else to throw our
garbage. It's tough because the
water is already dirty, and we need
a better solution to our waste.”

The Tambaram Corporation
maintains that the water supply is
free of coliform bacteria,

However, the lack of trust in
official reports and the persistence
of health issues have left residents
sceptical despite assurances.

o ! GENDER GAPS IN PARKS COASTAL GUARDIANS
Inefflcu_ant stormwater drains Only 30 per cent of the women Three coastal flshermen
and rapid urba.msation atthe use parks in Chennai, as have been appointed to
cost of the environment are society has created a the Chennai Coastal Zone
among the factors that different idea of recreation Management for the
contribute to flooding for them first time

LS poll: parties get  Anti-CAA pleas to
into campaign mode be heard on Apr 9

Amit Shah says the Act will not be revoked

An anti-CAA/NRC protest in Azad Maidan, Mumbai, in

2019 | PHOTO: RIA WADIKAR
prejudice
petitioners.”

Appearing for the petitioners,
Senior Advocate Indira Jaising
requested the court not to grant
anyone citizenship until it arrives
at a verdict, or to ensure that the
outcome of the petitions has a
bearing on the already-granted
citizenships.

Advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the Indian Union
Muslim  League, said the
notification  regarding  the
implementation of a Rule is
supposed to be issued within six
months, considering how the
CAA has been in the pipeline
since December 2019.

He said, “If they have waited
till now, they can wait till July or

caused to the

whenever this court decides the
matter. There is no great
urgency.” Sibal pointed out that if
the Act is implemented now, it
will be impossible to reverse it,
making the petitions futile.

However, the CJI said, “They
don’t even have the infrastructure
in place — the district empowered
committee, the central
empowered committee, nothing is
in place,”

In December 2019, the CAA
law was passed by Parliament.
The Act will provide citizenship
to non-Muslim migrants - Hindu,
Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi, or
Christian communities from
Pakistan, = Bangladesh, and
Afghanistan who entered India
before December 31, 2014.

Time to decode
electoral bonds

NEWSDESK

he Supreme Court order that
I details of electoral bonds be
made public has stirred a
hornet’s nest. After the Election
Commission of India published the
electoral bonds data on March 14,
the news media focused on
decoding the data for the readers,
with initial reports revealing the
highest donors and recipient
political parties.

The Reporters Collective, an
independent media organisation
founded by Nitin Sethi, has been
tracking electoral bonds since the
very inception of the scheme in
2017. Post March 14, it has
published numerous articles under
‘EB Tracker,” with emphasis on the
interplay of donor corporations
with government projects.

The News Minute, Scroll and
Newslaundry have collaborated
under the “Project Electoral Bond.”
More than 30 journalists across the
three news organisations have
reported over 20 news articles since
March 14.

The coverage has probed the
possible motives of various donor
corporations, along with the role of
central agencies in pressuring these

firms. These include Future
Gaming and Hotel Services PR,
Megha Engineering and

Infrastructure Ltd, and Yashoda
Super Speciality Hospital, Vedanta
limited, among others, who were
under the scanner of ED and IT
departments  preceding  the
donations.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah’s claim of the BJP having
received Rs 6,000 crore, instead of
the actual figure of Rs 8,252 crore,
was also reported by most
independent news organisations.

Alt News and The Quint in
particular also took to fact checking
over several misleading claims
doing the rounds on the internet,
including one claiming that Chief
Justice of India Chandrachud
‘walked away’ during the hearing
on the electoral bonds issue.

The Wire said the electoral
bonds fiasco has exposed the
double standards of the BJP.

Most Independent new media

WHO GAVE
TO WHOM

houses  reported on  the
discrepancies in the data released
so far by the State Bank of India
(SBI). The data was missing the
unique code of every bond that
would help identify the buyer and
the beneficiary. Additionally, the
data has left out the bond purchase
data before April 12, 2019, which
amounts to Rs 4,000 crores.

The SBI had submitted an
application on March 11 in the
Supreme Court seeking extension
till 30 June 2024, which was
rejected by the court. The SC also
reiterated its directive to the SBI to
disclose all details.
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Nurses protest for permanency

TN MRB Nurses demand wage hike and better work conditions as promised by the state govt.

VARUN BHANDARI

ven after a decade of honest
Ework and  peacefully

demanding rights, Nurses
in Tamil Nadu are yet to see the
light. In 2015, 10,148 nurses who
served in  Tamil Nadu's
government hospitals and primary
health centres under contract with
the Medical Recruitment Board
(MRB) Nurses were engaged in
active duty. Within two years of
commencement of service, an
appointment order was issued,
stating that the job would become
permanent, but the order is yet to
be implemented.

MRB nurses demand to be
freed from the shackles of
consolidated pay and move to a
permanent wage structure. A
consolidated payment system
means a monthly lump-sum
payment of Rs. 18,000. A yearly
hike of 5 per cent of this wage was
promised, but the last increment
witnessed only a meagre sum of
Rs. 500.

The nurses’ protest was
originally scheduled to take place
at the Directorate Of Medical And
Rural Health Services (DMS)
office on Anna Salai on February
21, but the police moved it to the
YMCA grounds at Nandanam.
Everyone was removed from the
demonstration venue and escorted
to the buses by the local police.

The demonstrators' slogans
faded into the cacophony of the
city's traffic as the bus accelerated.
When the bus arrived at the newly
chosen location, the protesters
were asked to gather on what
appeared to be an indoor
badminton court of the YMCA
ground. Water bottles were
provided, and the police, who
handled the situation with some
tact, may have acknowledged that
these individuals weren't a
nuisance but just demanding their
rights. A few tired promises of
"voice being heard" were
reiterated as the police shared
sympathising smiles with the
protesters.

G Sasikala, president of the
Tamil Nadu Medical Recruitment
Board Nurses Empowerment

d

Association (TNMRBNEA), led
the demonstration. The
association's general secretary and
a staff nurse, Sabin N was also
present during the protest.

Sasikala currently works in the
medical ward of the Erode
Medical College. As a mother of
two teenage children, her work-
life balance doesn't exist, she
mumbled. Many nurses developed
autoimmune illnesses and
hormonal issues because of the
stress and long work hours during
COVID-19. She added that “the
government needs to focus on
mental and physical health issues
as these issues represent a host of
other issues.”

Many nurses came from far-
flung districts of the state to join
in the protest. Felix Monica of
Tenkasi district was one of them.
Monica passed her exams in 2020
and has been a staff nurse ever
since. She said “despite limited
resources, we have time and again

NO CARE FOR CAREGIVERS: Contractual nurses di

proven to be the top ranking state
in NITI Ayog health index
ranking, at least make one
permanent position in each PHC
so that we keep doing our jobs
without the added stress ” which
also happens to be one of the
organisation’s demands.

Ashok Madhavan, a 2019-batch
nursing school graduate with a

smissed post-COVID de

(NQAA) certificate, adding, "I do
work every work in the PHC aside
from mopping and cleaning. He
claimed to be qualified, holding a
postgraduate degree in nursing,
adding that his colleagues in
private hospitals were paid more
and enjoyed better facilities.

The lack of paid maternity leave
is another testimony to how the

The State government also promised an
ex-gratia payment, which was only partially
fulfilled

focus on operating room
techniques, is employed at a PHC
in Villupuram. He travelled early
in the morning to take part in the
planned protest. He mentioned he
was unable to obtain authorisation
from the state government to
travel to Delhi to pursue National
Quality Assurance Accreditation

very backbone of the healthcare
industry has been neglected.
Vinodhini, a staff nurse in Trichy
who hails from Ramanathapuram,
was also at the protest. She was
hired in 2020, during the peak of
the COVID-19 pandemic. She
was pregnant at the time, adding
to the chaos of the pandemic. Her

.'Iq,

mand permanent jobs. | Photo: Indrani Pal
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delivery date and joining date
were just a fortnight apart, and she
joined without any paid medical
leave. She said, “there is no
medical or accidental insurance in
case of an emergency”. She
demanded that the government
should rectify it.

The plight isn’t limited to
female nurses. Hemachandra, who
has been working for seven years,
is still on consolidated pay. He
said “I have a family to raise with
this limited wage.” He was
selected through the MRB
recruiting exam on the promise of
a permanent job. ‘“Making
contractual nurses permanent will
provide significant psychological
relief since I will be able to
perform my duties without
financial worry.” Privatisation of
the medical sector does not benefit
the poorest of the poor of society,
hinting at the contractual nature of
hiring and firing, he said.

Nurse Jesudel Queen, in her

40s, who hails from Kanyakumari
and was participating in the
protest, demanded job
permanency, especially for the
older nurses. She was recruited in
2017. She complained about long
working hours but with an
unflinching determination to
serve. She said, “Sometimes I had
to work more than 12-16 hours”.
Ensuring limited working hours in
PHCs is one of the demands of the
protesting nurses.

Nurses aren't immune to bodily
discomfort as Ashwini, a 2015-
batch nurse, who is a type-2
diabetic herself reminds one. She
participated in the protest despite
walking with a limp. Ashwini
works as a staff nurse in a post-
surgery anaesthesia ward in a
city's well-known multispecialty
hospital in Chennai. Her health
takes a back seat while she is
caring for patients as she works in
a 1,000-bed multi-speciality
hospital requiring utmost
diligence. She recalled that at one
time, 47 nurses took care of nearly
800 procedures, stressing on the
workload these nurses face on a
daily basis. She said, “if they fill
up job vacancies with proper
compensation, it will reduce the
workload and result in better care
for the patients ultimately.”

She explained how without any
consideration, nurses hired during
peak COVID were terminated
from their jobs without any
adequate compensation. She said
that only some people out of an
approximate 2,500 nurses were
reinstated only because they went
to court; the rest were left out. The
state government also promised an
ex gratia payment, which was
only partially fulfilled.

One protesting nurse said,
“Wearing a uniform and taking on
the role of a carer in difficult
situations without prioritising our
own well-being is a practice many
of us engage in daily.” Another
protester added, "Our primary
demands are permanent jobs,
medical insurance, and
standardised ~working hours.
These will not only reduce the
stress on nurses but will also
improve patient care.”

Solid waste
management at
Koyambedu
market wanting

MEGHA GHOSH

he bustling Koyambedu

I wholesale market solid

waste management is not

properly functioning ever since

the biogas plant was shut down
half a decade back.

To handle this large amount of
waste  well, the Chennai
Metropolitan Development
Authority (CMDA) has started a
new process to hire someone to
pick up and move the waste from
the market.

The CMDA has asked for
online bids to handle the waste
management at the Koyambedu
market. This covers lots of places
like the shopping streets, truck
areas, service streets, and roads.

Over a hundred workers are
employed in the market complex
to keep it clean. Ajit, a 32-year-old
cleaner, said, “I work for 10 hours,
but our pay is very low. Usually,
we get Rs 5,000, but I have to do
extra work after my shift.”

In 2006, the CMDA set up the
plant, and a private agency was
given the job of taking care of it.

However, in 2018, the
administration issued a
termination notice for its failure to
maintain the plant on the

Koyambedu market premises.

The wholesalers kept telling the
administration about the
unhygienic conditions. Nanda
Kumar, a 32-year-old fruit
wholesaler, said, “When the plant
was open, the area used to be very
clean, but now it smells so much.”

Sarathi, a 45-year-old worker
with 6 years of experience in the
market complex, said, “When the
Biogas plant was opened, we had
to gather the waste and separate
the organic waste at that time.” He
added, “We need more workers;
cleaning 60 acres of land is not a
small project.”

“Because  of insufficient
maintenance, the plant is closed. It
would be a good thing if we
reopen it, but we are still unsure
about the maintenance. Next
week, we will reveal the names of
our bidders,” said M. Indhumathi,
administrative officer.

Students lack political Rise of C-drama through E-sports

India, China bond over online gaming across virtual borders

discourse at Madras
University in Chepauk

A recent protest held by the SFI lacked mass student involvement | PHOTO: INDRANI PAL

INDRANI PAL

tudents at Madras
S University’s Chepauk
Campus experience a lack
of unity due to lesser participation
of students in politics. The
Students’ Federation of India
(SFI) unit on the campus said few
universities allow student union
elections, and still they were the
only student body fighting for it.
“Now the surveillance of
institutions and pressure of
building a career try to capture the
young minds but that does not
mean students are not interested in
politics,” said Chandrasekhar, a
member of the SFI. He adds, “But
values that are being set now are
very much against students’
participation in politics.”
Chennai has multiple public
funded colleges and universities
where students regularly face

academic problems and get
involved in malpractices. Yet
Chennai’s student community
remains scattered, failing to
protest and agitate even when
drastic changes in education are
being imposed from the top
against the interest of the students.

A sociology student of Madras
University, who wished to remain
anonymous, said,“our university
has issued a circular earlier this
year that even taking part in a
protest and being a member is a
crime.”

The authorities withdrew the
circular after criticism from the
intellectuals. But it shows their
values, how they want to control
the students and their thought
process, says the student.

Venkatesh, a  20-year-old
student of Economics, said, “As
students we should not be
indifferent to whatever is

happening in society and
especially when it comes to the
well-being of the student
community all over the country.”

He said that on the Chepauk
campus often protests took place
to voice the demands of the
students and to speak against state
atrocities, but there was total lack
of unity.

SFI unit secretary Jignesh, a 22-
year-old English literature student,
said, “It is our task to create the
right environment to make the
students aware about their rights
and the need to be united.”

A few months ago, the SFI
arranged a study circle on the
“Significance of student
organisations” in the wake of
Central government stopping a
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
scholarship for minority students,
which heavily impacted Tamil
Nadu Students.

LAKSHMI PRABHA

esides being a young
B entrepreneur at the age of

22, in Love 020, Yi Xiao
Nai He is not just an entrepreneur
but also a master of the popular
mysterious historical Chinese
game, ‘A Chinese Ghost Story’.
He stays on top in academics and
work, though his Achilles’ heel is
cooking. Xiao Nai seldom looks at
girls but he cannot resist falling in
love with the ‘lioness’ of ‘A
Chinese Ghost Story’. Unlike the
other female players, she is
remarkable in the top six.

The Chinese series Love O20 ,
revolves around the genre of
computer games typically known
as e-sports, mixed with the
romance and youth genres. The
drama is adapted from the novel
A Slight Smile Is Very Charming
by Gu Man and consists of 30
episodes. Yang Yang as Xia Nai
(Yi Xiao Nai He), a drop-dead
gorgeous actor of China, and
Zheng Shuang as Bei Wei Wei
(Lu Wei Wei Wei) play the lead
roles under Lin Yu Fen direction.

Love O20 is popular since 2016
among people worldwide. Many
fans on social media are crazy
about this series as it reveals the
pros and cons about the computer
games in the career aspect.
Meanwhile, many youngsters are
into video games like PUBG and
Free Fire. Free fire games hold a
lot of young users at present.

Following the global success of
Korean series, Chinese drama is
reaching a turning point
internationally. Their popularity
has especially peaked post-
COVID, since 2020. In India,
most popular C-dramas are
dubbed in Tamil and Hindi that
are available on MX Player and
Amazon Prime Video. Popular
genres include youth, school,
romance, office, history, horror
and e-sports. Among these, e-
sports, in particular, is a popular

A shot of e-sports team ZGDX from the series ‘Falling into your Smile’ on Netflix

theme in most of the recently
released C-dramas, including the
above mentioned Love O20.
Electronic sports-based Chinese
dramas are quite popular, from
Love 020 in 2016 to Falling Into
Your Smile in 2021. Over a half
billion people all over the world,
peculiarly Gen Z-ers, are addicted
to video games, and the growth of
the tech-savvy gamers is
manifesting in the rising

writing codes for computer games
and eventually the couple
launches ‘A New Chinese Ghost
Story’, which becomes a success.

In general, many youngsters
across the world started to watch
Chinese series along with Korean
series to kill time during the
lockdown. Gradually, young
people got addicted to it and
preferred different genres in C-
dramas.

Following the global success of Korean
series, Chinese drama is reaching a turning
point internationally

T ————

popularity of e-sports as a genre in
Chinese series.

Love 020 basically displays
practical computer games, coding
and hacking that draw in
computer science students of top
universities. Xiao Nai, a coding
monster and hacker, falls in love
with his junior Bei Wei Wei, a
computer genius, through the
game. The male protagonist
commences a startup company

In the same genre, 2019°s Go
Go Squid, a game series on the
theme of cyber security, proved a
blockbuster hit among other e-
sports series, themes with 41
episodes. Yang Zi as Tong Nian
and Li Xian as Han Shang Yan
(Gun) play the lead roles directed
by Lee Ching Jung in this series
based on the novel Stewed Squid
with Honey by Mo Bao Fei Bao.

After Love 020, e-sports

Chinese series like Go Go Squid,
The King's Avatar and Falling
Into  Your Smile attracted
audiences across the globe. These
series enhance the realistic world
of e-sports throughout the
episodes. Many video game lovers
got addicted to these dramas and
even the non-players are attracted
by the concepts.

Many youngsters, mainly on
social media like Instagram and
YouTube, are sharing reels and
shorts which are edited with the
popular Tamil, Hindi and English
songs. Love O20 scenes were
edited with the famous Tamil
song, Remo from Anniyan.

Tong Nian, a computer science
student, while cycling on the
pedestrian pathway, caught sight
of K&K group players of a cyber
security game on a bus. In her
cousin’s internet centre, she
bumps into Han Shang Yan, a
leader of K&K and a former star
of CTF (Capture the Flag) player.
CTF is a competitive coding
competition.

These series hit the top searches
on OTT platforms like Netflix,
and Amazon Prime.
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Why does Chennai flood? Eco park

The city was adversely affected during cyclone Michaung due to inefficient
stormwater drains and rapid urbanisation at the cost of the environment

PRIYANKAN GHOSH

y house is on the ground
Mﬂoor and it was
completely flooded with

knee-deep water. The worst part
was that all the sewage drains
were blocked and waste water
overflowed. So there was bad
smell around the building. We had
to walk in that water, we had no
other option,” said Kamala, a
resident of Kannagi Nagar,
Chennai. The stories were similar
all across the Kannagi Nagar
tenements.

South Chennai, especially areas
like Madipakkam,
Semmencherry, and
Thoraipakkam, were the most
affected. Residents here lacked
even basic access to food supplies,
medications, and water.

“I had to move to my sister’s
house where waterlogging was
less and ask people in the top floor
of her apartment to keep my six-
year-old son and five-year-old
daughter,” said Suresh, who lives
on Street 9 in the Semmencherry
resettlement colony.

Chennai has around 3,33 1km of
stormwater drains (SWD), 33
micro canals maintained by the
Greater Chennai Corporation
(GCCQ), and 14 drains maintained
by the Water Resources
Department (WRD). The DMK-
led government had assured the
residents that the SWD could
handle any amount of rainfall.
The government spent Rs 4000
crores for the SWD project.

However, its efficiency was
questioned by the residents when
the cyclone Michaung left parts
of the city inundated for over 72
hours. People were affected as
there was no power during this
period. Chennai received 44 cm
rain in 36 hours against 34.5 cm in
24 hours in 2015. Chief Minister
MK Stalin claimed that the
existing SWD are the reason why
the city did not experience the
horrors of 2015 again.

The post-cyclone assessment
reports pointed out the inefficient
connection of the SWDs to their
disposal points on the canals.
Areas such as Vyasarpadi,
Pulianthope, and Korukkupet
faced heavy inundation. The water
stayed stagnant even after three
days. The stormwater drains in
north Chennai even proved
inefficient in holding the 44cm of
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rainfall, causing inundation in
Manali and Thiruvottiyur.

GCC has proposed to complete
3,000 more meters in 30 more
locations by 2024 monsoon. The
locations identified were EVR
Periyar Salai, Anna Salai, Inner
Ring Road, Barracks Road, and
Rajaji Street.

Dr R Kaaviya, Department of
Planning and Architecture, Anna
University Chennai, and Dr V
Devdas, former chief of State
Planning Board, Government of
Kerala and Professor at IIT
Roorkee, published a study in
2021 titled ‘Water Resilience
Mapping of Chennai, India using
Analytical Hierarchy Process’.

The study highlighted how the
city’s drains are insufficient in
carrying the flood discharge. The
drainage system has several issues
like inadequate width to discharge
flood waters mainly caused by
bridge construction, buildings
within flood plains, sand bar
formations at river mouths waste
dumping at natural drains, and
lack of connectivity of the micro
drains to the macro drainage
system.

“In 1991, the city expanded,
especially in the western and
southern parts. Areas like
Velachery and Adyar were made
into real estate plots. This is where
the CMDA should have been
cautious of its actions instead of
approving every real estate project
haphazardly,” said Sumedha

Transport woes
for commuters

ARUN MAITY

hile Chennai aces on
many fronts, daily
commute is something

residents across sections find
gruelling.

Their problems ranged from
being overcharged by
autorickshaw drivers to long wait
for buses.

Aarav Patel, a 28-year-old
software engineer, avoids autos as
he believes that they overcharge.

“I never see the meter on,” he
said. Patel said that he would
consider travelling by autos if they
used the meter. “There could be a
queue system like in Kerala,” said
Naman, a 21-year-old college
student, recalling his recent visit
to Kozhikode. where he saw a line
of autos waiting at the rail station.

He also suggested the system of
shared autos could be
implemented as it would reduce
the cost of travel.Patel travels
mainly by the metro rail, which he
finds to be “accessible” and
“convenient”. He is looking

forward to the completion of the
new phases of the metro, which
would cover more areas in the
city.
“Auto
sometimes,”
Subramanian, a

rude
Karthik
40-year-old
marketing  executive, while
waiting for a train... However,
lack of train schedules on the
platform and long waiting times
are a “problem”.

“It has been more than 30
minutes,” said Deepa Sundaram,
35, an elementary school teacher
waiting for the train at the
Kasturba Nagar station. She said
she doesn’t know how much
longer it will take as there are no
train timings boards in the station,
and all she can do is wait.
Sundaram ruled out autos as an
option as it would be costly for
daily ‘back-and-forth’ travel.

Subramanian and Naman avoid
buses due to the suffocating
atmosphere inside most of them
during office hours. The former
believes that the number of buses
has decreased over the past few
years.

drivers  are
said

People struggle to wade through the road during cyclone Michaung

Banik, research associate, Disaster
Management Department, [IT
Kharagpur.

“The floodplains of Chennai’s
rivers have completely
encroached. So when there’s

When there’s
excessive
rainfall there is
no place for the
rivers to
discharge the
water

- Sumedha Banik

excessive rainfall there is no place
for the rivers to discharge the
water without affecting residential
areas,” added Sumedha.

An evident example is the
Pallikaranai marshland. This area,

once 13,500 acres, acted like a
sponge and was crucial in
collecting the city’s rainwater
from areas like Perungudi,
Velachery, Narayanpuram Lake,
and Keelakattalai and storing it
until the sea level receded.
However, the wetland has been

encroached upon by urban
infrastructure and residential
buildings. Presently, the

marshland has shrunk to almost a
tenth of its size since 1965, to
around 1,500 acres. Even
government offices like the Mass
Rapid Transit System of Indian
Railways and the National
Institute of Ocean Technology
have been built here.

Green Voice Global, an NGO
based in Velachery, works for the
conservation of water bodies
across the city along with beach
cleanups. The NGO had specially

employed a team for the
Buckingham Canal waste
management.

Former engineer and a senior
member of the NGO, Karun
Ganesan talked about the working
of the SWDs. He says the drains
built along OMR let off the water
in macro drains like the
Buckingham Canal.

“The water from the land is
supposed to drain to the macro
drains such as the Buckingham
Canal through various links, that
further drain the water out to the
sea.

But the government is more

concerned about its economy and
development at the cost of
existing water bodies that are
crucial to flood water drainage.
So, the city will have to face the
consequences,” said Karun.

The city’s natural drainage
system is based on three rivers —
the Kosasthalaiyar River in the
north, the Cooum in the center,
and the Adyar river in the south.

“During the cyclone, the three
river mouths that were supposed
to drain water into the sea got
clogged because of the high sea
level. So, the city just acted like a
reservoir holding around 67 TMC
of the water in place for over 40

hours,” said T
Murugusubramaniam, chief
engineer, Water  Resources

Department, Chennai Region.

He added that post-2015, the
floodplains of these rivers got
congested with residential and
industrial activities. Efforts had
been made by GCC to relocate
such people from the floodplains.
The problems extended even
beyond that. These rivers over
time had become carriers of
sewage and garbage from the city.

“These rivers were meant to
carry the rainwater from the city.
When it is already filled with so
much garbage, it will affect the
capacity to carry the actual
rainwater,” said the Chief
Engineer.

WRD has laid out a plan for the
restoration of the drainage system
—both repairing the damaged ones
as well as improving plans for
building the remaining SWDs.

According to R.
Vijayaraghavan, chief engineer of
Design Research and Construction
at WRD, teams have been
employed to assess the damages
of the existing drains.

Drains in north Chennai will be
the first to be assessed and
restored.

WRD has started their work in
Kolathur where drains are being
widened and proper assessment is
being done to ensure proper
linkage to canals.

Perambur, Royapuram, and
Korukkupet are among the next
target locations.

“Currently, we are focussing on
the links of the drainage systems.
The government has approved
some of our proposals. So we
started with north Chennai,” said
Vijayaraghavan.

construction
on hold

ARCHITA LAKHOTIA

n February 5, the Greater
O Chennai Corportion

(GCC) organised a public
meeting at the Perungudi ward to
discuss people’s opinion on the
construction of the Perungudi eco-
park. An architect contracted by
the GCC presented the park plan.
The members in the meeting
questioned how the marshland
would be adversely effected by
the park. They also said the
construction of the park would
take a toll on the natural
ecosystems.

There have been many protests
in Chennai against the park
establishment. “We will hold
meetings and move further only
after people approve. We will also
try to alter the proposal design and
make sure the vegetation,
ecosystem, and residents are safe.
If we plan on the construction of
the park, we shall increase the
feasibility of the water spread area
to 100 percent,” said the official.

In July 2022, the marshland was
declared as a Ramsar site, a
wetland of international
importance, as convened by
UNESCO in 1971.

Situated about 20 kilometres
from south  Chennai, the
Pallikaranai marshland is the only
natural marshland in the city.

The marshland is also an
aquatic buffer for the flood-prone

arcas
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Chennai.
“Once the eco-park is

constructed, it will lead to many
visitors. This will risk the local
community, the wildlife and the
ecosystems. Travelers, needless to
mention will carry pathogens
along with them to the
ecologically sensitive areas,
which will harm the eco-system
we have preserved and protected
for so long,” said Akhil Anup, a
final-year = medical  student
residing near the park. This, he
said, will spread new infectious
diseases.

On February 10, 2024, another
meeting was held by Poovulagin
Nanbaragal group which urged
the state government to drop the
proposal.

Geo Damin, an environmental
activist, said, “The construction
of this park is over 100 acres of
the marshland. Apart from this,
GCC is also planning to extend
the park to almost 99 acres mor